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January 21, 1975 

Mr. Seymour Hersh 

New Xork Times Washington Bureau 

1920 L St. H.W. 

Washington, B»C« 20036 



Dear Mr. Hersh s 

' : '1 . 1 . 

Pursuant to our phone conversation today, I am enclosing far 
your absolutely confidential inspection a Xerox copy of my entire 
correspondence with David Belln. I have accepted in good faith y©ur 
promise t® ®e of ecnf identiality, and I request that, if you &® not 
intend t® use this material, that you return it to me. 

y. * ' ‘ 1 • 1 ’ 

Xou asked ms to direct you t© the relevant points in the; letters. 

My letter ©f July 12, 1971 asks four questions which are the seat of 
the exchange, and which Bftlin never answers after taking the time 
t© write over 15 pages ©f letters. The' four questions reflect ©n but 
® fraction of Selin's ais-deeds for the Warren Commission, and the 
most Important ©ne is question four, concerning Carolyn Arnold, Please 
note throughout how Belin consistently evades what I asked him and 
quotes me entirely out of context, I took considerable tine t© point 
out every such instance to him, 

The conditions Belln tried t® impose on disclosure of the letters 
is at page 3 of his letter of August 3, 1971 1 2 gave hla rsy interpretation 
of those conditions in ay letter ©f August l4, 1971* 

The two most important letters are his to me ©f Sept, 20 (8pp) 
and ay response ©f Oct. 10 (6pp). Please note on p. 7 ©f his letter 
of Sept, 20 he admits he knew ®f evidence that Oswald had been seen 
between 12*00 and 12 * 30 , he disclaims having wirtten the false statement 
contained in the Warren Report, and he calls that statement "a miner 
©versta tenant#* 1 Pleas© see ay response of OGfc. 10 f botteia ©f “to 

p. 5 to see that -this misstatement was anything but •ainor." In 
spite of this admission' t® me, he wrote in his book (t©p of p. 232) 
that no one is known t® have seen Oswald between 11*55 and 12*30, 
and the tw© witnesses who dj^d are not even listed in his index (Eddie 
Piper and Carolyn Arnold). 

Note near the bottom of p. 3 of ay Oct. 10 letter I remind Belin 
of his Jan. 30, 1964 mem© for the Commission in which he pronounced 
Oswald guilty before his investigation began. I also mention this 
aaa® in~ 3 ty letter ©f Oct. 25. (I have enclosed f®r you a copy of 
this 1/30/64 memo from the Warren Commission files.) Now check Bella's 
book, p. 15* where he writes, *We started with ns foregone ©onelusionss 
in fact, I subconsciously wanted t© find evidence to prove that Lee 
Harvey Oswald was not the assassin.* 1 

(Nets als® at p. 14 of his book, he says "Area II, in which 3©e 
Ball and I worked, focused on the determination of who was (®r were) 
the assassin(s) .of President Kennedy,, •** This is flase. As. the Area 
II work was outlined as of Jan. 11, 1964, It was called rt Lee Harvey 
Oswald as the Assassin of President Kennedy. 1 * A copy of part of that 
putiine from the Commission's files is also enclosed for F^u.) 







4 w. J f , y ® u ar ® lnters sted to know where Belln altered a transcript 
in nls back, to p. 50* where he represents Darning® Benavides as 
identified Coasissien Bxhlfeit 162 as the Jacket worn fey th® 

Tippit killer. If you g© ta the actual transcript at p. 453 ©f 

v©i. 6 of the Commission's hearings, the exhibit' Bolin shewed Benavides 

was in fact No. 16^* a dark slue, not a light gray Jacket, furthermore , 

L^sliKr.* p/T.S°*63.° ! ' Bell “' 3 “ d 83 ,f * h » t stass th * 

. ‘ baut 

fla, * r ? 4 a ? i J 1, hl«h are in fact totally omitted 
S ? fM5* S9 M are listed, for the most part, in my letter 
t© f*®lin of Oet. 25. None ef this information is addressed fey Belin 
h- i r< ?® 1 thinjtc i fc is quite well founded when I assert that 
he deliberately suppressed information from his book which contradicts 
or disproves his assertions. (He dees write about the Brennan elothlnc 
description, p. 135 of his book, but he twists the ©regression ©f 
Brennan s testimony and makes it seem that it ended as he represents 
feelaw the mladle of p. 136. In fact, when Brennan started describing 
cicthes ether than those worn by Oswald, Belln and Allen Dulles very 
suddenly cut him ®ff and abruptly ended the testimony there— se® pp. 
l 6 l —62 ©f vol. 3 of the Commission's hearings.) 

^ sse points can and da touch only a small part of Belin record, 
aut they are enough to establish that he lied about the assassination 
and his work for the Commission in a book from which he doubtlessly 
intended to profit. 

„ „ . “t- ?« rsh * I reJillge, as you tried t© say today, that no one Is 

a saint , and everyone, at some point lies. But not everyone was on 
th® ©rficial panel investigating the Kennedy assassination, and not 
^yone is trusted with the job of investigating this massive abuse 
®y the CIA, an investigation which would net be going on if it was 
net for your work. I felt from the beginning that Ford picked this 
panel to cover up, and I did not expect and still d© not expect that 
the panel weuld have an investigator who could not be counted on. 
shall we say, t® protect the establishment's interests as the panel 
has already made clear it weuld do. I never expected they would *r© 
s® far to pick Belin, but now that they have I really think the 
public is entitled t® know what kind of guy he is. 

Thanks for your attention. I know you are very busy arid I 
d© appreciate your time and thought. 



Best wishes, 

Howard Hoffman 

912 sa ?th Ave, Apt. 3 

Gainesville, Fla. 32601 




